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Backyard Chicken Farming

Chicken farming plays an important role in improving food security as
a low-input livelihood for communities in Vanuatu and as a ‘standby’
food source for times of disasters and food crisis.

Chicken is an important nutritional source of animal protein for families in Vanuatu. It also
provides additional source of income and other useful products such as manure for composting,
feathers for traditional purposes, and controlling insect pests. This training guide briefly describes
the basic husbandry procedures for growing chickens in your own backyard.

Advantages of the rearing local
chicken





More tolerant to local environment.
Less vulnerable to diseases.
Thrives on locally available feeds.
Requires minimum management when
allowed to free range.

 Meat and eggs are tastier.
 Less investment needed to start up your
chicken coop.

An SPC FAO animal genetics project
confirmed that the local and wild chicken
of Vanuatu are included in a unique breed
cluster found only in the Pacific region.

Other chicken breeds in Vanuatu

Shaver

Hyline

Naked neck

Housing











Local wood and timber can be used to build sturdy chicken sheds with wooden slat floorings
and walls.
A standard housing space 1 sqm can accommodate about 10 chickens.
Provide nests in a safe dry place for hens to lay eggs.
Ensure the shed has good ventilation.
If in low-lying area, raise sheds to protect from any flooding.
Build sheds near shades of trees for protection to heat and heavy rain.
Doors can be installed for confinement and protection from being stolen.
A fenced enclosure can also be placed around the chicken sheds.
Alternatively, free-range chickens can be allowed to roost on trees and roof-tops.
Spread litter materials on ground floorings or under raised sheds to collect manure.

Why use litter materials?
 Minimizes water usage and other resources required

for daily cleaning of sheds.
 Reduce the impact of animal waste in the environment

and on the health of the community.
 Produce useful by-products (compost) from animal
production.

Getting your stocks

Dry litter materials for
chicken sheds
 untreated woodshavings
or sawdust
 dried seaweed
 leaves or grass
 coconut husks
 sand

 You will need one rooster for every 10 hens.
 Obtain your initial stocks from healthy flocks.
 In selecting your breeder stock, select a broody hen

which lay large number of eggs and does not abandon
the eggs during hatching.
 Select a strong, healthy rooster.

Rearing chicks
 Provide clean water in shallow, clean troughs.
 Provide soft feeds like flour or small pieces of tubers.
 Allow to roam and graze freely beginning 3-4 weeks of

Leave sheds empty for 2 weeks
for cleaning and disinfecting.

age.

Feeding your chickens
 Free-range chickens are allowed to graze freely most of

the day to feed on insects and plants.
 Supplementary feeds are given regularly to provide good
nutrition and prevent the chickens from straying.
 Local feedstuffs such as coconuts, fruits, vegetables,
root crops such as manioc and kumala.
 Copra meal, fish meal, meat and bone meal are used for
formulating local feeds.

Supplementary feeds are usually provided
for free-grazing chickens to prevent them
from straying.

Eggs or chicks?
 When the hens start laying, table eggs can be collected
daily.
 For hatching, hens are allowed to brood the eggs to
hatch naturally.
 Free-range hens hatch eggs in bush areas, under the
floors of houses, nests, baskets and anywhere there is
safety from predators.

Fertilized chicken eggs hatch within
18-21 days.

Climate Change adaptation options:
General husbandry





Clean sheds regularly.
Leave sheds empty for 2
weeks for cleaning and
disinfection before
restocking.
Practice basic record
keeping.



Build well-ventilated chicken sheds in high areas
protected from flooding.
Plant trees around the chicken sheds to serve as wind
breakers, shade and additional source of feed.
Install rain water harvesting and storage facilities near
sheds.
Identify locally available drought-adapted crops and
fodder plants appropriate for use as alternative feed
ingredients.





Livestock emergency adaptations:






Restrict lighting fires in open areas
particularly during dry season.
Practice feed preservation and storage.
Properly bury or burn sick dead chickens.
Monitor health of your animals.
Contact your local extension officers for
assistance on animal health issues.


This training guide was prepared by the National Advisory board on Climate Change and Disaster Risk
Reduction and Vanuatu Department of Meteorology and Geo-Hazards in cooperation with SPC/GIZ Coping
with Climate Change in the Pacific Island Region with funding support from the EU Global Climate Change
Alliance.
Where can I get advice?
 For more information on Climate Change &
Disaster policy, projects and activities, contact:
National Advisory Board on Climate Change &
Disaster Risk Reduction (NAB)
Private Mail Bag 9054, Port Vila
Tel: (678) 2231; Fax: (678) 22310
Web: www.nab.vu; Email: commp@meteo.gov.vu
 For more information on Climate Change Science,
contact:
Climate Section, Vanuatu Meteorological and
Geohazards Department (VMGD)
Tel: (678) 24686
 For more information on chicken farming, contact:
Department of Livestock and
Biosecurity of Vanuatu
PMB 9095 Port Vila, Vanuatu
Tel: (678)23519 / 33580 Fax: (678)23185
SPC LRD Animal Health and Production Theme
3 Luke St. Nabua PMB Suva, Fiji
Tel: (679) 9747840 Email: lrdhelpdesk@spc.int

