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CC/DRR Project Brief Form


	Project Title: The Finance Gap: Community Based Adaptation in Small Island Developing States & Funding Mechanisms in the International Climate Change Regime.
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	Implementing Organisation/s:

Macquarie University, Sydney Australia


	Project Contact Details:

Mr Thomas Riddell (Researcher), Thomas.riddell@students.mq.edu.au
M + 61 (0)433729591

Mr Paul Govind (Supervisor), Paul.Govind@mq.edu.au



	Duration:

Between 7-10 days in-country in September 2017


	Status: 

Awaiting HREC approval from Macquarie University.

Research approved by Macquarie Law School as an honours research thesis.


	Total Funding:

N/A – This is self-funded research.


	Funding Source/s:

N/A – This is self-funded research.


	Mode of financing: 

N/A – This is self-funded research.


	Location & site/s:

Port Vila.

	Scope:

International, Regional and local



	Project Type:

Research for honours thesis, LLB

	Sectors & Themes:

Climate change financing, climate change adaptation, community-based adaptation from a legal perspective. 


	Other Government & Partner Agencies:

VCAN (see letter of support attached)

	Lead Government Department:

VCAN

Validation Letter(s) attached: Y/N

If Yes, specify which Department




	NAB Approval sought: [Please tick]
· Concept stage
· Site selection
· Final endorsement [X]
· To seek project funding
· Partnership/implementation
· Continuation/extension of existing project





	Objective/s: [100 words max]

· What is the rationale for the project? What is the primary need, and how was it identified?
The rationale is to analyse the climate change regime’s financing mechanisms to determine whether they promote community-based adaptation (CBA). It will deconstruct the law’s interpretation of the terms ‘community’ and ‘vulnerability’ to examine the law’s alignment with CBA. 
The primary need is to address the impacts of climate change on vulnerable communities, and to provide recommendations for improving access to finance. Currently, Vanuatu does not have accreditation to access the GCF. Additionally, the bulk of CBA is organized and funded by NGOs/VCAN. Enabling top-down financing to flow to CBA will strengthen Vanuatu’s adaptation efforts.
· Is this program building on any previous activities or policy? 
The research aims to fill in existing gaps in literature and practice.




	Description: [1-2 paragraphs per topic max]

· Outline key project components
The research project involves an initial literature review, as well as empirical research consisting of a questionnaire and interview with key NGOs and Government bodies involved in climate change adaptation. The empirical research component is proposed to take place in Port Vila.
· How will it be implemented?
Mr Riddell, with the help of Supervisor Mr Govind, will conduct the research by emailing a questionnaire to key NGOs and Government departments before travelling to Port Vila. Whilst in Port Vila Mr Riddell proposes to meet with consenting staff to interview and discuss the results of the questionnaire. 
· Will the project fund local positions? Where?
The project will not fund any local positions. This is because the project itself is entirely self-funded by Mr Riddell. Furthermore the empirical research component to be undertaken in Port Vila only requires interviewing key staff of NGOs and Government bodies already proficient in English.
· How does the project link to GoV priorities (PAA)? N/A
· What related projects are being undertaken in the area? N/A
· Potential overlaps/duplication to be resolved N/A – the research aims to fill gaps in existing literature.
· Risk Management Strategies
The project does not have any identifiable risks.



	How does the project link to GoV priorities: (NAB agenda, NAPA, New CC/DRR Policy….)

The project links to Environment and Disaster Management priorities. Research aims to provide insights on how to improve access to top-down funding (GCF, Adaptation Fund etc.) in order to flow to community-based adaptation projects in vulnerable communities in Vanuatu. 



	Progress to date and current activities: [100 words max]

Research for the project commenced in February 2017. The project is awaiting Human Ethics approval from Macquarie University. 

Once approval from the University’s Ethics department is attained, as well as approval from NAB, the empirical research components to be undertaking in Port Vila may proceed.



	Outputs: [IEC Materials, guidelines & handbooks, certified trainings, resources….]

Honours thesis and a body of work to be re-oriented into a manuscript for publication in a relevant environmental law journal. The main functional output is research to influence and inform the development of law and policy for climate change financing and adaptation in small island states such as Vanuatu.
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