
Look OUT!
 INDIAN MYNAH BIRD

The Ind ian Mynah b ird  is not  
f rom Vanuatu.  It  was brought  

here from overseas and is 
now  causing lot s of  prob lems. 

Mynah birds push out  nat ive b irds, 
compet ing for food and places to nest .

They eat  our crops and 
spread the seeds of weeds. 

They can pass and spread disease.

An Invasive Species

Mynah b irds like to 
build  t heir nest  in 

t he roof of  our 
houses. If  you f ind  a 
nest , dest roy it  and 

all t he eggs. 



The Giant  A frican Snail is a b ig  
prob lem  in lot s of  count ries. It  

was brought  to Vanuatu and has 
spread quickly to many islands. 

Pick up snails out  
of  t he garden and 
throw  them in t he 

f ire or t he deep 
salt  water

The t rail left  on leaves can make 
people very sick if they eat  it  raw. 

LooKOUT!
An Invasive Species

Wash any leaves well before 
you eat  t hem - especially if  
you want  to eat  t hem raw. 

A frican snails eat  lots of 
d ifferent  crops in our garden.

Gia n t  Af r ic a n  sn a i l



Pa c if ic  r a t

There is a 
huge 

prob lem 
w ith rat s in 

Vanuatu. 
They came 

from 
overseas 
and their 

populat ion 
exp loded!   

LooKOUT!
An Invasive Species

Rats eat  the eggs of 
other animals, reducing 
nat ive populat ions.

They eat  our crops and 
food - reducing earnings 

from the garden.

Rats can pass disease.  

Make sure food is 
stored safely and 
rubb ish is cleaned 
up quickly, not  lef t  
around the house. 

Set  up t raps. 



Big Leaf Rope is a b ig  prob lem 
in many islands across Vanuatu. 
The vine can grow  very quickly, 

spoiling  t he environment , 
b iod iversit y and our gardens. 

Big Leaf dest roys 
nat ive b ird and 

animal habitats.

 Big l EAF r op E
An Invasive Species

Clear t he Big  Leaf 
Rope and p lant  

crops and t rees that  
w ill cover t he 

ground and stop 
the Big  Leaf seeds 

from grow ing. 

LooKOUT!

W hen Big Leaf Rope takes over 
it  can kill nat ive t rees and plants. 

It  can make it  very hard 
to maintain your garden. 



LOOk OUT!
Lit TLE FIRE ANT 

Fire ants are a quickly grow ing 
prob lem in Vanuatu. We need to 

work now  to stop them from 
spread ing to new  communit ies.

They can have a negat ive impact  on 
other p lants, animals and insects. 

Humans accidentally spread 
them to new  locat ions

Fire ants have a painful st ing. They can cause a b ig 
problem in p laces such as your home or garden 

An Invasive Species

You need to use a 
special bait  to kill 

f ire ants. Be careful 
not  to spread them 

to a new  p lace 
through f ire wood /  

p lant  material



Crown of Thorns is a nat ive starf ish in 
Vanuatu. However af ter lot s of  changes 
on land and at  sea,  t heir numbers have 
grown very fast . Now  they are causing 

much damage to our reefs. 

Inject ing lime 
juice and vinegar 
into t he starf ish 
kills it , w it hout  a 
chance to release 

more eggs. 

Crown of thorns can bread and increase very quickly.

An Invasive Species

Crown of Thorns eat  coral, 
slow ly killing the reef and 

the f ish that  live on it .   

Cr ow n  o f  t ho r n s

W hen you take them out  of the 
sea, they release all their eggs 
and many new  ones can grow.

LOOk OUT!



TILAPIA FISH

Tilap ia f ish 
was 

imported 
to Vanuatu 

to farm. 
W hile t his 
can work 

well, if  t hey 
escape 

from the 
farm and 
end up in 

other water 
sources 
they w ill 

spoil nat ive 
f ish 

species.     

LooKOUT!

An Invasive Species

This can decrease the 
number of nat ive f ish, and 

change the river eco-system. 

They compete w ith 
nat ive f ish for food.    

Tilapia can reproduce 
very quickly, allow ing 

populat ions to grow  fast

If  you want  to farm 
Tilap ia, make sure 

t hey are in a 
secure pond, 

where they cannot  
get  to other water 

sources.



Mile a minute can be useful, but  it  
can also make lot s of  prob lems. 

The vine grows very fast , and can 
damage our environment , crops  

and b iod iversit y

Mile a minute can be used 
as medicine. 

 Mil e a  Min u t e
An Invasive Species

Do not  p lant  Mile a 
Minute in a new  
p lace. Clear t he 
vine out  of  t rees 

and gardens.  

LooKOUT!

But  it  also grows very 
quickly. It  can grow  over 

t rees and other p lants. 

The vine can smother and kill 
other nat ive p lants, reducing 

fruit , nut  and t imber t rees. 



Tulip  t rees are not  yet  a prob lem 
in Vanuatu.  But  in other Pacif ic 

Island count ries t heir numbers are 
grow ing very fast , and are start ing  

to cause real prob lems. 

Tul ip  Tr ee
An Invasive Species

Do not  p lant  
new  Tulip  t rees. 
Cut  down any 

new  ones. 

LooKOUT!

Tulip t rees spread 
quickly and take up 

space for other nat ive 

We need to work now  
to reduce them before 
it  becomes a problem


